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In the claims: 

All claims standing for examination are reproduced below with appropriate status 
indication: 

1. (Original) A striking tool comprising a head assembled to a handle having a 
long axis, characterized in that the head comprises a closed cavity extending into 
the head in the direction of the long axis, an opening through a wall of the head 
into the cavity, the opening extending at substantially a right angle to the long 
axis, and a spreading element inserted through the opening and spreading a 
portion of the handle within the cavity to urge against walls of the cavity to secure 
the head to the handle. 

2. (Original) The striking tool of claim 1 wherein the striking tool has a plane of 
substantial symmetry, and the opening for the spreading element extends in a 
direction substantially at a right angle to the long axis and substantially at a right 
angle to the plane of substantial symmetry. 

3. (Original) The striking tool of claim 1 wherein the striking tool has an axis of 
substantial symmetry, and the opening for the spreading element extends in a 
direction substantially at a right angle to the long axis and in the plane of 
substantial symmetry. 

4. (Original) The striking tool of claim 1 wherein the spreading element 
comprises a tapered wedge. 

5. (Original) The striking tool of claim 1 wherein the portion of the handle 
extending into the cavity in the head comprises a slot positioned to receive the 
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spreading element, such that the spreading element enters the slot urging parts of 
the handle on opposite sides of the slot apart and against the walls of the cavity, 

6. (Original) The striking tool of claim 1 wherein the spreading element 
comprises a rotatable cam, 

7. (Original) The striking tool of claim 6 wherein the portion of the handle 
extending into the cavity in the head comprises a slot and a cam opening to 
receive the rotatable cam, the cam opening positioned to receive the cam, such 
that as the rotatabl e cam is rotated the parts of the handle on opposite sides of the 
slot are urged apart and against the walls of the cavity. 
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PAGE 6/7* RCVD AT 11/19120044:51:54 PM [Eastern Standard Time] » SVR:USPTO-EFXRM/0 » DNIS:8729306 * CSID:8317263475 * DURATION (mm-ss):01-M 


